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SESSION 2
The Plan

We will give more details in November but the plan is to meet in the Scout hut late evening of Sunday the 28th December. We go by coach to Manchester and have breakfast and then fly in the morning to the capital Banjul.  The flight is 6 hrs, we arrive, collect our luggage and then Lamin Kinteh or Mbake will meet us from the airport.  We load up the mini buses and Scout pickup and go the Hotel. We stay there for two nights.

After a good night’s sleep, we visit Banjul, change money and go food shopping

The next day we leave in the morning for the 5hour journey to Soma, stopping for lunch.

At Soma we will stay at the Scout centre Kaira Konko. Lamin Kinteh is the Group Scout leader and centre Manager. Mbake is the Troop leader and assistant manager. You will sleep on beds in the scout hall.  The first night the girls scouts will cook us dinner, after that we will be cooking.

We will visit the village chief as a sign of respect and explore Soma. We will celebrate a Gambian new year under the stars and in the warm.

Then to work. We have discussed projects with Lamin as he knows what needs to be done. We can talk to him more about this, but some ideas were to repair and improve the site at Kaira Konko, to plant some trees at a nearby schools and to improve some delapidated classrooms.  We may be linking our work with other expeditions going before and after us.  No doubt other projects will crop up while we are there.

We will visit the village school and hospital and help run a troop night for 100 scouts!! One focus for our trip will be sharing Scouting skills and ideas for troop nights to help improve the Scout at Kiara Konko. We hope to go camping in a local village, in tents, for a couple of nights and carry out some project work there too. We might go on a boat on the River Gambia.

The idea is to work hard, make friends and have fun.

Read Rosie Butler’s Article about the GAMBIA 2002 trip on the website www.KairaKonko.com click on information and then ‘a scouting experience’ for the article. The site is under construction at the moment but there will be lots of information and photos there about Kaira Konko 

QUESTIONS/DISCUSSION
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